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DAYTON, Ohio, November 13, 1973

Many of the characters of Sppon

River, a rural area in Illinois, are coming back to life at the
University of Dayton this weekend, November 16 and 17.

The University

Players are presenting Edgar Lee Master's Spoon River Anthology.

The

play presents the town drunk, clergy, doctor, ,prostitute, fiddler,
farmers, and many more people who formed and molded the America we

kn~.

The Midwest has intrigued poets, playwrights and intellectuals since
the middle of the nineteenth century.

There has been a feeling that it

is in the small towns of middle America where man shows his best and
his worst as he struggles to get ahead and then to hold his own against
shrewder outsiders.
One of the greatest classics on the Midwest is Spoon River Anthology.
It is a work that praises and condemns, sings and whines about the
people who live in Spoon River country.

The people are presented as

proud and hearty, grouchy, scared, wise and ignorant.

Most important,

each character is dead and talks about his own meaning of meaninglessness
from the vantage point of death.
Six University of Dayton students portray over seventy characters.
The players change hats, hair styles, glasses, shawls and other
paraphenelia as

th~change

from one character to another.

The play will be presented at Boll The?tre in Kennedy Union at
8:00 P.M. on November 16 and 17.
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